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IN THE CLAIMS : 
Please amend claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) An apparatus^ fo r wireleooly 

coR ; '»unreat i ng-wi t h afc -least on e mobile unit ■■■■ within - a 

wireleo o - local are a- network, wr -erei r, the w irele-se loca lr 

area ne twork co mmunicae ca with an exter na l, w i red ,- 
c omputer net w ork, — efee — apparatus comprising : 

a base module positioned within a stack, where i n- the 
said stack forms being associated with a node within of 
a the— wireless local area network, a nd s aid wireless 
local area network being configur ed to comm unicate with 
an external wired network; 

an antenna module positioned within the said stack; 

and 

at least a first o ne or more wireless module 
modules positioned within the said stack and coupled to 
the base and antenna modules [ [r] ] ± 

wherein at least the first - each of said wireless 
module modules is configured to perform automatic self- 
discovery [ [— ] ] -whefei ii performing automati c — self 
discovery in cl u des : by^automatically determining a 
position of the said each of the wireless modules m od u le 
within the stack [[-?-]] j_ by automatically identifying other 
wireless modules in the stack-; — and, and by automatically 
determining whether said each of said wireless modules 
fche— aoele— is configured to communicate with said external 
wired 4ehe— e^^ee rn a 1 , — wired, — c omputer network via a wired 
or wireless communication link. 



< m \i i >h i i 



2 



Atty. Docket No: STRX-109(P)(US) 
Serial Number: 10/549,342 



2 . (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, 
wherein said dor ernrr ring vsa : -"her said each of said 

w ir eless nodules is corf igu red joe r o r muni s ate rich s aid 

or - u ... - . a r-- . . ■; via a wired or wireles s 
communication link is provided by wherein ' the f irot 

w i 3 " clcao mod ul e periodically performs ' automatic a cK 

discovery, — audi — where i n dc t c rm ini no — wheeher — the nod e — is 

c oupled to commun i cate wi t h the computer '-network include s' 

determining whether a Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol 
( DHCP) — was received wirelessly or via a wired E the rn e t 
ETHERNET connection . 

3. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, 
wherein at least one of said the firot wireless module 
modules comprises includca a finite state machine 
configured to perform said automatic self -discovery . 

4. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, 
further comprising a second wirclcaa module positioned 
within the stack an d co upled to the base and antenna 
modul e s , — wherein the second modul e io configured to 
pe rform automatic self discov e r y — a-nd wherein at least 
two o f s aid -the — fi- rst and s econ d one or mor e wireless 
modules employ differe nt shor t-range wireless protocols 



5. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim— 1- 4, 
wherein said diff erent short-range wireless protocols 
comprise a t least two different IEEE 802 .11 -type 
protocols, or a combination of at least one of saia >ne 
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r - . ,,p e protocols and a BL 1 1 

i i ' . 

furth e r comprising wherein o o i d- -an tomat i -e— &e4-> d i sh= every 

c om p rises automatically determining whet her- -t he apparatua 

io an acccsa point o r a ba ckhaul for the wireless local 
ar e a netw ork, — and 

w ho r ein de t c rmi n i ng — w&efe-h-e -r— the- - n-e d c is couple d to 
c o mmu ni c ate with the computer network includes 
dete rmining whether a network add r coa wao 
received via a w i r e d or wirclcaa connection. 

6-37. (Cancelled) 

38. (New) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said 
apparatus is configured to communicate wirelessly with 
one or more mobile units within said wireless local area 
network . 

39. (New) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said 
apparatus is configured to provide connectivity to the 
said external wired network. 

40. (New) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a role of 
said each of said wireless modules, to be an access point 
or a wireless backhaul, is determined by said Dynamic 
Host Configuration Protocol being received wirelessly or 
via the wired ETHERNET connection, by said position of 
said each of the wireless modules within said stack, and 
by functionality of said other modules of said stack 
identified using said sel f -discovery . 



41. (New) A method, comprising: 
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performing, by each of wireless modules comprised in 
a stack associated with a node of a wireless local area 
network, an automatic self -discovery by automatically 
determining a position of said each of the wireless 
modules within said stack, by automatically identifying 
other wireless modules in the stack, and by automatically 
determining whether said each of said wireless modules is 
configured to communicate with an external wired network 
via a wired or wireless communication link, 

wherein said stack further comprises a base module 
and an antenna module, said wireless local area network 
is configured to communicate with said external wired 
network, and said each of said one or more wireless 
modules are coupled to said base and antenna modules. 

42. (New) The method of claim 41, wherein said 
determining whether said each of said wireless modules is 
configured to communicate with said external wired 
network via a wired or wireless communication link is 
provided by determining whether a Dynamic Host 
Configuration Protocol was received wirelessly or via a 
wired ETHERNET connection. 

43. (New) The method of claim 41, wherein one or more of 
said wireless modules comprise a finite state machine 
configured to perform said automatic self -discovery . 

44. (New) The method of claim 41, wherein at least two 
of said one or more wireless modules employ different 
short-range wireless protocols . 



( M M I MSUOKD 



5 



Atty. Docket No: STRX-109(P)(US) 
Serial Number: 10/549,342 



45. (New) The method of claim 44, wherein said different 
short-range wireless protocols comprise at least two 
different IEEE 802.11- type protocols, or a combination of 
at least one of said one or more IEEE 802 . 11-type 
protocols and a BLUETOOTH protocol. 

46. (New) The method of claim 41, wherein one or more of 
said wireless modules are configured to communicate 
wirelessly with one or more mobile units within said 
wireless local area network. 

47. (New) The method of claim 41, wherein a role of said 
each of said wireless modules, to be an access point or a 
wireless backhaul, is determined by said Dynamic Host 
Configuration Protocol being received wirelessly or via 
the wired ETHERNET connection, by said position of said 
each of the wireless modules within said stack, and by 
functionality of said other modules of said stack 
identified using said self -discovery . 

48. (New) A computer software product, comprising a 
computer-usable medium having computer readable 
instructions stored thereon for execution by a processor 
to perform a method comprising: 

performing, by each of wireless modules comprised in 
a stack associated with a node of a wireless local area 
network, an automatic sel f -discovery by automatically 
determining a position of said each of the wireless 
modules within said stack, by automatically identifying 
other wireless modules in the stack, and by automatically 
determining whether said each of said wireless modules is 
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configured to communicate with an external wired network 
via a wired or wireless communication link, 

wherein said stack further comprises a base module 
and an antenna module, said wireless local area network 
is configured to communicate with said external wired 
network, and said each of said one or more wireless 
modules are coupled to said base and antenna modules . 

49. (New) The computer software product of claim 48, 
wherein said determining whether said each of said 
wireless modules is configured to communicate with said 
external wired network via a wired or wireless 
communication link is provided by determining whether a 
Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol was received 
wirelessly or via a wired ETHERNET connection. 

50. (New) The computer software product of claim 48, 
wherein one or more of said wireless modules comprise a 
finite state machine configured to perform said automatic 
self -discovery . 

51. (New) The computer software product of claim 48, 
wherein at least two of said one or more wireless 
modules employ different short-range wireless protocols . 

52. (New) The computer software product of claim 51, 
wherein said different short-range wireless protocols 
comprise at least two different IEEE 802. 11 -type 
protocols, or a combination of at least one of said one 
or more IEEE 802. 11 -type protocols and a BLUETOOTH 
protocol . 
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53 . (New) The method of claim 48 , wherein said one or 
more of said wireless modules are configured to 
communicate wirelessly with one or more mobile units 
within said wireless local area network. 

54. (New) The method of claim 48, wherein a role of said 
each of said wireless modules, to be an access point or a 
wireless backhaul, is determined by said Dynamic Host 
Configuration Protocol being received wirelessly or via 
the wired ETHERNET connection, by said position of said 
each of the wireless modules within said stack, and by 
functionality of said other modules of said stack 
identified using said self -discovery . 
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